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BEGIN SUMMARY. FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE IN CURRENT ELECTION IS 
IDEOLOGICAL ONE- DEGREE AND KIND OF SOCIALISM DANISH VOTER DESIRES 
OR WILL TOLERATE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. POSSIBLY DECISIVE IN 
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RESOLUTION OF THIS ISSUE WILL BE EVENTUAL POLTICAL CORORATION 
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OF ERHARD JAKOBSEN'S NASCENT CENTER DEMOCRATIC PARTY. END SUMMARY 

1. ALTHOUGH CHARACTER OF PRESENT ELECTION IS IN PART A GENERALIZED 
PORTEST AGAINST ESTABLISHED POLITICAL SYSTEM. THE FUNDAMENTAL 
ISSUE IS THE AMOUNT OF AND KIND OF SOCIALISM WHICH THE DANISH 
ELECTORATE IS WILLING TO ACCEPT. 

FROM WORLD WAR II UNTIL THE MID-1960'S, 

DANISH POLITICS WERE BUILT AROUND A TWO-BLOC SYSTEM-SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS (S) AND RADICAL LIBERALS (R) VS. MODERATE LIBERALS (V) 

AND CONSERVATIVES (K). SOCIAL DEMOCRAT-RADICAL LIBERAL ALLIANCE, 
WHICH WAS IN OFFICE MOST OF THIS PERIOD, INSURED THAT GOVERNMENT 
POLICY WAS MODERATE AND PRAGMATIC, SINCE SOCIALIST MEASURES 
WERE ADOPTED ONLY BY AND WITH THE CONSENT OF NON-SOCIALIST VOTERS. 

2. RE-ALIGNMENT OF TWO-BLOC SYSTEM OCCURRED IN MID-1960'S WHEN 
SOCIALIST PEOPLES PARTY (SF) EMERGED AS A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL 
FORCE, ON THE LEFT OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. WHEN A SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT WAS FORMED IN 1966 WITH TACIT SF SUPPORT 
(THE SO-CALLED "RED CABINET" GOVERNMENT), HILMAR BAUNSGAARD 
TOOK RADICAL PARTY OUT OF ITS TRADITIONAL ALLIANCE WITH SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH K AND V. SINCE THEN, ELECTORATE 
HAS BEEN FACED WITH BASIC CHOICE BETWEEN A SOCIALIST (S-SF) 

BLOC AND A BOURGEOIS (KVR) BLOC. SOCIALIST BLOC'S SLIM ONE- VOTE 
EDGE IN PARLIAMENT DURING PAST TWO YEARS HAS, OF COURSE, 

HIGH-LIGHTED IDOLOGICAL ISSUE. 

3. STRATEGY OF KVR OPPOSITION DURING 

PAST YEAR HAS BEEN TO ATTACK SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT S 
"RADICALISM ", EMPHASIZING ITS POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE ON SF AND 

ITS WHOLESALE ADOPTION OF SF POLICY. AT SAME TIME, THOSE THREE 
PARTIES HAVE MAINTAINED THEIR POTENTIAL AS THE NON-SOCIALIST 
ALTERNATIVE TO THE GOVERNMENT. THEY HAVE DON THIS IN THE FACE 
OF CONSIDERABLE INTERNAL PRESSURE, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE RADICAL 
PARTY FOR A RETURN TO A POLICY OF COOPERATION WITH SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. 
ASSISTED BY ANKER lORGENSEN'S LEFT-WING IMAGE, THIS STRATEGY 
HAS CLEARLY BEEN SUCCESSFUL, AS SHARP DECLINE IN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
POPULAR SUPPORT DURING THE YEAR INDICATES. 

4. SUDDEN CREATION OF ERHARD JAKOBSEN'S CENTER DEMOCRATIC 
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PARTY HAS COMPLICATED THIS IDEOLOGICAL ISSUE DRASTICALLY. 

JAKOBSEN PORTRAYS HIS NEW PARTY AS GENUINELY SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC, 
THUS OFFERING THE VOTER A MEANS OF PROTESTING AGAINST ANKER 
JORGENSEN'S LEFT-WING LINE WITHOUT LEAVING THE SOCIALIST FOLD. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE CD HAS ATTRACTED CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS 
OF NON-SOCIALIST VOTERS, WHO WILL RSIST STRENUOUSLY A SOCIALIST 
LABEL OR ALIGNMENT. FOR THIS REASON, BOTH THE SF AND THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS ARE TREATING JAKOBSEN WITH KID GLOVES, KEEPING OPEN 
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POSSIBILITY OF POST-ELECTION COOPERATION, AND ONE LEADING CD FIGURE 
HAS PUBLICLY RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OF THE PARTY'S RETURN TO THE 
SDP WITHIN A FEW YEARS. THIS SUGGESTION WAS IMMEDIATELY 
POUNCED UPON BY CONSERVATIVE PARTY SPOKESMEN, WHO WARNED 
THAT A VOTE FOR JAKOBSEN WAS A VOTE FOR SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. 

5. EXPLANATION FOR JAKOBSEN'S PHENOMENAL SUPPORT HAS THUS BEEN 
HIS SUCCESS IN GRASPING THE POLITICAL MIDDEL, IN CONTRAST TO 
THE OUT-MANEUVERED GLISTRUP, WHOSE PROGRESS PARTY IS NOW GENERALLY 
PERCEIVED AS AN EXTREME RIGHT-WING PARTY. FINAL OUTCOME OF 
CURRENT ELECTION, CONSEQUENTLY, MAY WELL DEPEND ON THE EVENTUAL 
POLITICAL COLORATION OF A TWO-WEEK OLD, AS YET, INCHOAT, 

POLITICAL PARTY. 

CROWE 
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